
Selling Tobacco Should Be Banned

Essay on Corruption

Corruption is the misuse of public power or authority for private
gain. It occurs in both government and private sectors. Common
examples include bribing officials, manipulating tenders, or using
influence to escape punishment. Corruption is not just illegal—it
weakens trust in institutions and prevents justice, fairness, and
development.

Main Forms of Corruption
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Several key factors lead to corruption:
Lack of accountability: When officials are not punished, they repeat 
corrupt behavior.
Low salaries: Poorly paid public workers may seek illegal income.
Weak laws and poor enforcement: If laws are not strict or are ignored, 
corruption flourishes.
Cultural acceptance: In some societies, corruption is seen as a normal 
way to get things done.
All these causes combine to create an environment where dishonesty 
thrives.
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Corruption appears in many forms:
• Bribery: Offering money or gifts to influence decisions.
• Embezzlement: Misusing public or company funds for personal gain.
• Nepotism: Giving jobs or favors to relatives instead of deserving

candidates.
• Extortion: Forcing people to pay through threats.
• Fraud: Lying to gain financial or personal advantage.
These actions often occur behind closed doors, making them harder to
detect and punish.

What Is Corruption?

Major Causes Behind Corruption
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Corruption wastes national resources. For example, money meant for
hospitals or roads may be stolen or misused, leaving citizens without
basic services. It increases inequality because the rich can pay for
shortcuts while the poor suffer. It also weakens democratic systems and
reduces public trust in government.

The Role of Leadership in Controlling Corruption
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In education, corruption can appear in fake degrees, unfair 
admissions, leaked exam papers, or bribery in grading. This reduces the 
quality of learning and produces unqualified graduates. It discourages 
hardworking students and rewards those who cheat the system, 
damaging society in the long term.
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Effective leadership is essential to reduce corruption. Leaders must
set examples by following rules and rejecting bribery or favoritism.
Transparent decision-making and regular audits can ensure fair
governance. Leaders who protect whistleblowers and promote merit-
based systems create a cleaner public environment.

How Corruption Affects the Nation

Effect of Corruption on Education

Young people lose hope when hard work is ignored in favor of wealth 
or connections. They may choose to leave their country in search of 
fairness—a phenomenon known as brain drain. This causes the loss of 
bright minds who could have contributed to national progress.

Youth in a Corrupt System

Corruption blocks economic growth. Investors avoid corrupt countries 
due to legal uncertainty. Contracts may go to companies based on

Corruption and Economic Decline
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bribes, not quality, leading to poor infrastructure and wasted funds. This 
results in fewer jobs, higher prices, and reduced national income.

Media’s Responsibility in Exposing Corruption

@englishan.com

Digital tools increase transparency by reducing human contact in 
services. E-governance, online payment systems, real-time tracking, and 
public grievance portals reduce the chances of bribery. Countries using 
digital audits and electronic tenders report lower corruption rates.

Page 3

A free and independent press plays a vital role in exposing
corruption. Investigative journalism reveals scandals and holds officials
accountable. However, in corrupt nations, media outlets may be
censored, threatened, or bribed, weakening their watchdog function.

Digital Tools to Prevent Corruption

Citizens must become active in the fight against corruption. They should:
Report illegal activities.
Refuse to pay bribes.
Vote wisely in elections.
Demand transparency from institutions.
Only when the public acts responsibly can lasting change occur.

Importance of Public Participation

Corruption remains a major challenge across the world, especially in 
developing nations. However, by strengthening law enforcement, 
promoting digital governance, encouraging public action, and choosing 
ethical leaders, we can reduce its impact. Every citizen, from leaders to 
students, has a role in building a transparent, just, and equal society. A 
corruption-free nation ensures fair opportunities, national progress, and 
social trust.

Conclusion


