Essay on Female Foeticide

® Introduction of Female Foeticide

Female foeticide, the act of aborting a fetus simply because it is
female, is a serious social issue and a violation of human rights. This
unethical practice reflects widespread gender discrimination, especially
in patriarchal societies. Even with legal restrictions, misuse of medical
technology has led to continued sex-selective abortions. This article
highlights the causes, consequences, and possible solutions to female
foeticide to help students understand its impact. Free printable PDF and
image downloads are available for this essay.

® Understanding the Meaning of Female Foeticide

Female foeticide refers to the intentional termination of a female
fetus, usually after determining the sex through illegal prenatal testing.
Despite being banned in many countries, including India, it remains
widespread due to weak enforcement and societal norms that value
boys over girls. It is a deep-rooted problem that needs to be tackled
with awareness and legal action.

& Cultural Bias and Gender Preference

Cultural traditions in some regions assign greater value to sons, who
are seen as financial supporters and family name bearers. Daughters, on
the other hand, are wrongly perceived as burdens due to dowry systems
and limited inheritance rights. This gender preference is the key reason
behind the continuing practice of female foeticide.

@ The Role of Technology in Female Foeticide

Technologies such as ultrasound scans and other prenatal sex
determination methods have made it easier to know the sex of the fetus
early in pregnancy. Although such uses are banned in many countries,
illegal clinics continue to operate, providing these services to families
who seek male children.
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@ Psychological and Social Impact on Women

Female foeticide not only denies girls the right to life but also affects
the mental health of mothers forced to undergo repeated abortions.
Women often face emotional trauma and family pressure, leading to
long-term psychological distress and low self-worth.

@ Alarming Gender Ratio and Its Effects

One of the major consequences of female foeticide is a skewed
gender ratio. Societies with more males than females experience
increased violence, trafficking, forced marriages, and societal imbalance.
This shortage of women contributes to serious long-term demographic
and social challenges.

@ Legal Provisions Against Female Foeticide

Laws such as the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques
(PCPNDT) Act in India aim to prevent sex determination and punish
offenders. However, better implementation, stricter monitoring, and
public cooperation are needed to make these laws effective.

@ Educating Society and Empowering Women

programs, media campaigns, and education systems must focus on
changing mindsets and promoting gender equality. Encouraging girls'
education, ensuring their rights, and offering economic opportunities to
women can help reduce the desire for male children.

® Community Involvement in Ending the Practice

Religious leaders, teachers, social workers, and youth must work
together to build respect for girls and challenge harmful traditions.
Community-driven programs that celebrate the birth of girls can bring
gradual and lasting change.
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Conclusion

Female foeticide is not just a criminal act but a violation of human
values. It denies girls their right to life and affects society at every level.
Collective action through law, education, and social reform is essential.

Every girl deserves to live with dignity, and it is our duty to protect her
right to be born and thrive.
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